PEAGMATISM

ineradicable, it must conclude that we are consti-
tutionally incapable of that passive reflection of
reality which it regards as the sine qua -non of
truth. Hence, if disinterestedness is the condition
of knowing, knowledge is impossible. And it is
so entangled in its unintelligible theory of truth
as a copying of reality that, rather than renounce
it, when it finds that human knowing is not copying,
it prefers a surrender to Scepticism.

Yet is not its whole procedure a signal example
of human arbitrariness and perversity? We pro-
fessed to be impelled by logical necessity at every
step, but were free to escape from all our perplexi-
ties by adopting the pragmatic inferences from them.
The Pragmatic Method of observing the conse-
quences readily suggests the means of discriminat-
ing between truth and error, of sifting values and of
testing claims. And, though not infallible, it is
adequate to all our needs. The pragmatic notion that
Twili is practical closes the artificial gulf between the
theoretic and the practical side of life, and assigns
to truth a biological function and vital value. The
humanist contention that Truth is human rescues
man from the despondency in which his failure to
grasp absolute truth had left him. The Protagorean
dictum that Man is the measure of all things assures
him that his knowledge may become adequate to
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